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Memories of Kibworth’s High Street and Fleckney Road     Part Three 
 
By Joan Spain (nee Allen) 
 
The next big place was the Working Men’s 
Club, now Kibworth Club.  To the right of 
this was a little shop selling groceries etc, then 
it became a wool shop and now it’s back to a 
house again. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Coming down a little bit further to Cocky 
Allen’s drapery shop; it was a bit of a dump.  
He didn’t have things set out nicely: there 
were boxes of goods stacked outside.  I think 
he also had a market stall in Leicester, but 
then moved to Mablethorpe where he also 
kept a similar sort of shop.  Sometime after 
this Fleckney Road property became 
Haywood’s television shop.  This was very 
good as they rented sets out and repaired free 
of charge; at one time they had a shop in the 
High Street.  Now it is a private house. 
 

Next was Sedgley’s butcher’s shop.  He first 
had the shop in the left hand window, but had 
to go through their living quarters to get to the 
back, so he moved to the other side of the 
building where he only had to go through the 
kitchen, which suited Mrs Sedgley better.  
(Williamson’s took over and moved the shop 
to the other side of the road.)  Now it is the 
fireplace shop.  Next was ‘Outdoor Beer’, as it 
was then, with various owners.  In the old days 
people took their jugs to fetch beer, now it’s 
all cans or bottles at Spar. 
 

Carrying on to the corner of Kimberley Street, 
where Badcocks had a bakery shop called the 
Newtown Bakery; they baked their own bread 
and cakes, also wedding cakes etc.  I remember 
this shop being built, but cannot recall what it 
was before.  Badcocks lived in the house 
opposite for a time.  One daughter worked in the 
shop with her sister in law, and the other 
daughter had a shop opposite the doctor’s 
surgery in Station Street.  They sold other things 
besides bread and cakes.  It became Lee’s 
grocery, then and now a DIY store. 
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Maudie Stevens had a sweet shop here; it was well known 
for mice (real ones) in the window! 
 
 
Welton House below - which nowadays you all recognise as 
the Co-op.  This also had a butcher’s shop when it was only 
a smaller store. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
St Wilfrid’s Hall: this was used as a boys’ 
club: no women were allowed in.  They 
had two very good billiard tables. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Lord’s the painter and decorator; before 
moving to what is now the Italian 
restaurant.  Miss Nibloe also had a 
betting shop in the front room, but you 
used the back entrance! 
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A bit lower down was Bale’s drapers, 
later to become a shoe shop kept by Mrs 
Yates when the Bales passed away. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The house on the left of this picture below was Bale’s photographers, but that was before my 

time.  47 High Street was Alan Timson’s 
lending library, which then became a 
private house, and later an insurance 
agent’s and now an estate agent’s.  Next 
at 45 was Barratt’s: he had a lot of books 
in this small shop and I think furniture in 
a larger room.  Then it became a fish and 
chip shop with an eating room - I won’t 
call it a restaurant, this may be the one 
that later moved over the road.  It’s been 
various things since: a junk shop, 
children’s clothing etc, and now 
The Well. 
 

 
 
 
On the corner of School Road was Daisy 
Driver’s shop: groceries, sweets, ice 
cream which she made herself.  This has 
been pulled down along with the house 
next door and there are now four senior 
citizens’ flats in School Road. 
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On the opposite corner of School Road 
was Greasley’s barber’s shop, taken over 
later by Arthur Tomlinson.  Greasley’s 
did both ladies and gents’ hair. At the 
back was the Baker’s Yard and 
Callaghan’s; later a modern shop was 
built on the front.  Again they made their 
own bread and cakes, and would also 
cook your Christmas dinner in their 
ovens.  Now Roland Smith has made 
shops and flats here.  The corner one is a 
travel agent, which was a green grocery, 
then a clothes shop.  Next was a shoe 
shop, which became a candle shop, then 

hardware (nothing lasted very long); and I think it’s now a jewellery and handbag shop, but I 
hear that is closing down and going to Wistow.  The next two shops have been turned back 
into flats. 
 
Next to Callaghan’s was the big house, 
which later became the electric offices 
where you could pay your electric bills.  I 
think Balfour Beatty also had some 
connection here, and now it’s back to the 
original house. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Below is the old rifle range building, but 
as a talk is being given later about this I’ve 
missed it out. 
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Next along was Mr and Mrs Rowe’s 
paper shop and newsagent’s; they opened 
this after taking over Miss Hare’s shop, 
but they had a building in School Road at 
first; I believe it was only a shed not a 
shop. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
If we cross over the ‘Bank’ or square, we find another 
estate agent’s, which was Hare’s drapery shop.  They 
sold hats here as well as clothes; also they were 
agents for the Grammar School uniform.  This was 
kept by the two Miss Hares, sisters to the one who 
kept the shoe shop.  The Midland Bank (now HSBC) 
is on the corner, but Mrs Exley dealt with this part of 
Kibworth before.  So I’m finishing with the Old 
Swan, to give it its correct title, kept by Gordon 
Coleman and his wife; they went to live in Inkersall 
House, across the road, where their parents lived 
before them, and later moved to Marsh Drive.  
Various people have kept the Old Swan since then. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
I’m finishing here.  I might be a little wrong in some places, but over the years the memory 
plays a few tricks.  I hope it has brought some pleasant memories to some of the older 
members, and shown to new Kibworthians how many shops and butchers we once had in 
Kibworth. 
 
I’ve enjoyed preparing and giving this talk and hope you have all enjoyed listening to it.  You 
will realise that the pictures here are all modern ones (photographed by Mr Harrison), but I 
thought you would recognise the properties better. 
 
 
[The above talk was presented by Joan Spain to the Kibworth History Society meeting on 
5 June 2008.] 
 


