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Alonzo Joseph Freeland (1856-1925) 
 

 

By John Freeland (Alonzo’s great great nephew) 

 

Alonzo Joseph Freeland was a significant figure in 

Kibworth life for nearly forty years, from his 

arrival in late 1884 to take over the chemist’s 

shop until his retirement and departure for the 

South Coast in the summer of 1923.  His 

accomplishments, apart from the role of chemist, 

included mineral water and medicine 

manufacture, photography, poetry, music 

(conducting, singing and playing the violin and 

piano) and house building. 

 

Early Life 

Alonzo Joseph Freeland was born in the village of 

Angmering in West Sussex on February 25th 1856. 

He was the sixth and last child, and third son, of 

Henry William Freeland, born in Kent, and Lucy 

Freeland (née Lee), born in Hampshire. 

 

In the 1851 census and on Alonzo’s birth 

certificate Henry’s occupation is listed as 

“whitesmith”.  By the time of the 1861 census for 

Angmering he was a grocer, so it seems that the 

family bought or rented a grocer’s shop in 

Angmering during the first few years of Alonzo’s 

life.  The eldest child of the family, Henry William, 

born 1843, is recorded as “assistant grocer”.  The 

fourth child, Mary, had died in 1852 aged 

9 months. 

In 1866 Henry William junior died, aged 23.  

There remained four children: Samuel George 

(born in 1848), Lucy Lee (born in 1849), Harriett 

Emma (born in 1853) and Alonzo. 

 

Education 

In the 1871 census Alonzo’s occupation is shown 

as ‘scholar’; presumably he attended Angmering 

Free School (built 1853).  He was still being 

educated aged 15, an advanced age for the time 

- the 1870 Education Act made education 

compulsory for children under 13.  Henry William 

and Samuel George were photographers; their 

work, mainly scenes of churches and country 

houses, is well known.  This business seemed to 

have ceased around 1876 - a trade directory for 

Angmering lists Henry and Alonzo as chemists 

and Henry also as a grocer. 

 

The 1881 census shows Henry to be a chemist, 

druggist and, in yet another change of career 

direction, stationer: 
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The family nature of the business is clear - three 

children and their father live and work in the 

shop.  Samuel is married and also works there: 

 

 

So, at this time, Alonzo was 25, living at home, 

and one of four children working for their father 

in the grocer’s shop.  He appears to have the 

highest status – chemist/dentist – but was not 

the eldest surviving son so had few prospects of 

inheriting the business. 

 

Marriage 

Alonzo married Mary Mason Holyland on 

December 3rd 1884, in the parish church in 

Angmering.  She was born in Kent in 1865 and 

was therefore just 19 on the day of the wedding. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the 1881 census Mary is shown as living in 

Clayton in Sussex.  She was a scholar and one of 

the eight children of William, a retired (through 

ill health?) war office clerk, and Charlotte 

Holyland.  Their address is the home of William 

Holyland, Mary’s grandfather.  A cook and two 

servants are also present on the day of the 

census. 
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How Alonzo and Mary met is, of course, not 

recorded.  However, Alonzo was a musician of 

such standing that by 1883 he both sang and 

conducted: 

 
https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/viewer/BL/0

000654/18830508/028/0002?browse=False 

 

Sussex Agricultural Express - Tuesday 08 May 

1883 
Image © THE BRITISH LIBRARY BOARD. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 

 

 

Mary became a musician too; by the time she 

reached Kibworth in 1885 she was playing in 

duets with her husband: 

 
https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/viewer/BL/0

000173/18850328/037/0007?browse=False 

Leicester Chronicle - Saturday 28 March 1885 
Image © THE BRITISH LIBRARY BOARD. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 

 

Her home at Clayton was only 10 miles from 

Angmering.  A romantic view is that Alonzo 

taught Mary to play the violin and a life duet was 

the result. 
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The Move to Kibworth 

The first newspaper record of Alonzo in Kibworth 

is dated January 10th 1885, just 5 weeks after his 

marriage: 

 
https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/viewer/bl/00

00173/18850110/029/0007 

Leicester Chronicle - Saturday 10 January 1885 
Image © THE BRITISH LIBRARY BOARD. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 

 

We can speculate that he left Angmering because 

he had no prospect of inheriting the family shop.  

Perhaps also he had little faith in the business 

acumen of his father or of his elder brother.  After 

all, both had changed occupation several times 

over the previous few years, perhaps searching 

for financial stability.  Subsequent events proved 

him right.  Samuel took over the shop on Henry 

William’s death in 1891 but was declared 

bankrupt within a year. 

 

Why Alonzo chose Kibworth we don’t know; 

probably it was the availability of a chemist’s 

shop there.  How he could afford to buy the shop 

is also unknown.  It may be that the Holyland 

family helped the newly married couple 

financially.  He set up in business as a pharmacist 

and dentist, and as a manufacturer of mineral 

waters. 
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Family 

 

Alonzo and Mary’s first child, Mabel Lucy, was 

born in Kibworth on January 24th 1886.  She 

married William Weaver Jones, a teacher at the 

Grammar School in Kibworth in 1918. 

 

 

 

Their second child, Cecilia, was born in 1890 and 

their youngest daughter, Vida, was born in 1893. 

From the left: Cecilia, Alonzo, Mabel, Mary, William and Vida.  The photograph is taken 

from the garden of the chemist’s shop – note the Grammar School in the background 

 

From the left: Vida, Mabel and Cecilia c 1905 
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Alonzo is missing from the 1891 Kibworth census 

(held on April 5th). 

 

On that day, he was in Angmering.  Henry William 

died on April 2nd 1891 so Alonzo was no doubt 

there to attend his father’s funeral. 

 

The 1911 census lists Alonzo as a chemist and 

employer, Mary and their three daughters, all 

single.  Mabel is a teacher of music, Cecilia is a 

governess and Vida is a student: 

 

The Kibworth Chemist’s Business 

In 1881, the Kibworth chemist’s shop was owned 

by William B Brown.  Alonzo and Mary must have 

taken up residence between their marriage in 

December 1884 and his first appearance in the 

Leicester press in January 1885.  He started 

manufacturing medicines as well as dispensing 

them.  On January 26th 1889 the first 

advertisement for Freeland‘s cough killer 

appeared: 

 
https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/viewer/BL/0000173

/18890126/002/0003?browse=False 

Leicester Chronicle - Saturday 26 January 1889 
Image © THE BRITISH LIBRARY BOARD. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 1896 his skills as an analyst were offered to 

Market Harborough District Council and 

accepted. 

 
https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/viewer/bl/0000173

/18960118/050/0005?noTouch=true>  

Leicester Chronicle - Saturday 18 January 1896 
Image © THE BRITISH LIBRARY BOARD. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 
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By 1898 he was manufacturing mineral water: 

 
https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/viewer/bl/00

02025/18981025/042/0004 

Market Harborough Advertiser and Midland 

Mail - Tuesday 25 October 1898 
Image © THE BRITISH LIBRARY BOARD. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 

 

 

 

By 1900 Alonzo was a pillar of the community in 

Kibworth and Market Harborough.  On March 

24th that year, however, he was summoned to 

appear before Market Harborough Petty 

Sessions: 

 
https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/viewer/bl/00

00173/19001124/112/0006 

Leicester Chronicle – 24 November 1900 
Image © THE BRITISH LIBRARY BOARD. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 

 

Sweet spirits of nitre (niter, nitro) is a ‘pale yellow 

liquid, of a sweetish taste and a pleasant ethereal 

odour.  It is obtained by the distillation of alcohol 

with nitric and sulphuric acids, and consists 

essentially of ethyl nitrite with a little acetic 

aldehyde.  It is used as a diaphoretic, diuretic, 

antispasmodic, etc.’ 

There was no conviction and his reputation does 

not seem to have suffered. 

 

On November 23rd 1923 there appeared the first 

newspaper advertisement listing F. Bentley as 

owner of the shop. 

 

Market Harborough Advertiser and Midland 

Mail - Friday 23 November 1923 

 
Image © THE BRITISH LIBRARY BOARD. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 

 

Pasted from 

<https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/viewer/bl/000202

6/19231123/119/0004?noTouch=true>  
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Civic Life 

Alonzo took a leading role in the civic life of 

Kibworth and the surrounding district. 

 

In 1888 he was appointed as a vestry overseer, a 

role which would become redundant when 

secular and ecclesiastical duties were finally 

separated and a system of elected rural parish 

and urban district councils introduced under the 

terms of the 1894 Local Government Act: 

 
https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/viewer/BL/0

000173/18880324/042/0007?browse=False 

Leicester Chronicle - Saturday 24 March 1888 
Image © THE BRITISH LIBRARY BOARD. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 

 

He was a member of the committee of the 

Invitation Ball at the village Hall in 1889: 

 
https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/viewer/BL/0000759

/18890308/080/0003?browse=False 

Leicester Daily Mercury - Friday 08 March 1889 
Image © THE BRITISH LIBRARY BOARD. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 

 

That same year he was elected to the committee 

of the Village Hall reading room and in 1892 he 

joined the committee of the newly formed 

Orchestral Society. 

In 1902 his house was one of those ‘somewhat 

elaborately adorned’ in celebration of the 

coronation of Edward VII: 

 
https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/viewer/BL/0

000173/19020816/156/0009?browse=False 

Leicester Chronicle - Saturday 16 August 1902 
Image © THE BRITISH LIBRARY BOARD. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 

 

By 1912, he was the chairman of the local Baptist 

organisation: 

 
https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/viewer/BL/0

000173/19131213/204/0011?browse=False 

Leicester Chronicle - Saturday 13 December 1913 
Image © Trinity Mirror. Image created courtesy of THE BRITISH 

LIBRARY BOARD. 
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Music 

Alonzo had many musical talents – playing the 

violin and piano, conducting and singing both in 

groups and as a bass soloist. 

 

The first mention of his participation in the 

musical life of Kibworth was for his piano playing 

in January 1885 (see newspaper cutting earlier on 

page 4). 

 

In March Alonzo and Mary performed, as we’ve 

seen, duets for the splendidly named ‘Mutual 

Improvement Society’. 

 

In October he played the violin in the Village Hall: 
https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/viewer/BL/0

000173/18851017/035/0007?browse=False 

Leicester Chronicle - Saturday 17 October 1885 
Image © THE BRITISH LIBRARY BOARD. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 

 

 

In December 1885 he sang: 

 
https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/viewer/BL/0

000173/18851219/042/0007?browse=False 

Leicester Chronicle - Saturday 19 December 1885 
Image © THE BRITISH LIBRARY BOARD. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 

 

By 1894 he was a band leader: 

 
https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/viewer/BL/0

000173/18940331/104/0007?browse=False 

Leicester Chronicle - Saturday 31 March 1894 
Image © THE BRITISH LIBRARY BOARD. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 

 

and in 1896 he conducted: 

 
https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/viewer/BL/0

000237/18960103/029/0006?browse=False 

Stamford Mercury - Friday 03 January 1896 
Image © THE BRITISH LIBRARY BOARD. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 
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As early as 1900 he was a disc jockey, though of 

course the role did not have that name until the 

1930s. 

 
https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/viewer/bl/00

00173/19000310/084/0007 

Leicester Chronicle - Saturday 10 March 1900 
Image © THE BRITISH LIBRARY BOARD. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 

 

 

In 1908, four members of the family formed a 

quartette (sic): 

 
https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/viewer/BL/0

002113/19081126/102/0005?browse=False 

Melton Mowbray Mercury and Oakham and 

Uppingham News - Thursday 26 November 1908 
Image © THE BRITISH LIBRARY BOARD. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 

  

Poetry 

Alonzo’s poetry was well known and published 

locally. 

 

The Leicestershire Record Office holds several 

examples.  The following is typical of his work: 

 
https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/viewer/BL/0

000173/19150424/068/0004?browse=False 

Leicester Chronicle - Saturday 24 April 1915 
Image © Local World Limited/Trinity Mirror. Image created 

courtesy of THE BRITISH LIBRARY BOARD.  
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Photography 

He was also a photographer.  He usually worked 

in conjunction with Charles Cooper and 

frequently both their names appeared on local 

photographs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Station Street, Kibworth 

Left to right: the Manor House, the Old House, & the Three Horse Shoes, 

Main Street, Kibworth   c1910 
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House Building 

Alonzo must have prospered for, in 1905, he 

arranged for three adjacent houses to be built in 

Kibworth; they were named ‘Angmering’, 

‘Sussex’ and ‘Brighton’ (clearly he still harboured 

feelings for his birthplace). 

 

 

 

 

All three are still standing; the ‘Angmering’ 

plaque has gone but the other markers are into 

their second century.  My father was born in 

‘Angmering’ in 1911. 

Stage 

In 1912 Alonzo wrote a sketch and performed it 

with his family. 

 
https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/viewer/BL/0

002025/19120604/070/0005?browse=False 

Market Harborough Advertiser and Midland 

Mail - Tuesday 04 June 1912 
Image © Johnston Press plc. Image created courtesy of THE 

BRITISH LIBRARY BOARD. 

Angmering House under construction 

in Weir Road, Kibworth, 1905 

Sussex Houses under construction 

in Weir Road, Kibworth, 1906 
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Retirement and Death 

In the summer of 1923 the chemist’s business 

passed to Mr F Bentley and Alonzo and Mary 

retired to Dorset.  His retirement was short; he 

died on January 17th 1925 at Parkside, Parkstone 

Road, Poole aged 68: 

 

 

The certificate shows that he had suffered from 

atheroma (arteriosclerosis) for two years.  Illness 

may therefore have been the reason for his 

retirement to the south coast. 

 

In his will he left £2806 5s 6d. 
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The Freelands in Kibworth after Alonzo’s 

Departure 

Mabel and William retired to Totnes in Devon.  

William died there in 1948 and Mabel died in 

1957.  There were no children. 

 

Cecilia left for Poole with Alonzo and Mary.  She 

died there unmarried in 1926, aged 36. 

 

Vida never married and retired to Sidmouth.  She 

kept up a correspondence, in green ink, with my 

father until the 1970s.  She died in 1973, aged 79. 

 

Alonzo’s brother, Samuel, my great grandfather, 

died suddenly in Angmering following a fall in the 

road in 1898.  His widow, Mary, then moved to 

Kibworth, with her children Henry Octavius (my 

grandfather), Reginald, Theodore and Florence. 

Henry worked for Alonzo in the mineral water 

factory and lived in ‘Angmering’ on Weir Road 

before buying 3 Barton Road, Leicester in the 

1930s.  Reginald emigrated to Canada in 1913.  

Theodore died in Leicester Lunatic Asylum aged 

25 in 1907. 

 

Florence married Edwin Higgs of Mowsley in 

1921.  He died in 1959.  Florence’s death in 1968 

ended the Freeland family’s 84-year connection 

with Kibworth.  That link was re-established 

when I moved here in 2016. 

 

 

 

John Freeland 

Alonzo’s great great nephew 

April 2018 

 

 

 

 

 

From the left (front row): George Freeland (my father), Florence, Edwin, Joyce 

Freeland (my aunt) ; (back row): Henry Freeland, others unknown, 

presumably members of the Higgs family. 

Angmering House and Brighton House can be seen in the background. 

Editor’s note:  The term ‘chemist’, as in common use prior to World War 2, often 

embraced several disciplines including pharmacy as well as chemistry.  As 

pharmaceutical expertise grew, so the term ‘pharmacist’ gradually became 

standard for that profession.  However, many folk today still refer to the local 

pharmacy as their ‘chemist’. 


